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It's raining... funding in Wakefield 

Looking at our heritage:
SA's History Festival in Wakefield.

2

3

5

Lochiel's half a mill deal! 

Creating Wakefield's hot new 
tourist destination. 

Irrigation for the Brinkworth Oval is the first project to be completed from the Federal 
Government's Drought Communities Programme and Secretary of the Brinkworth 
Recreation Grounds Shane Weckert (pictured) couldn’t be happier.

Wakefield Regional
Vibrant - Enthusiastic - Creative

Keeping the region informed 
of Council progress, activities 
and topics of interest for the 
community.
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Lochiel

Balaklava

Brinkworth

Blyth

Pinery

Avon

Snowtown

Hamley Bridge

Halbury

Hamley Bridge 
Swimming Pool, solar 
system 

Hamley Bridge 
Institute, to convert 
to a last resort 
refuge.

Port Wakefield Bowling 
Club - water tanks/shades 

Hummocks Watchman 
Eagles Football Club, new 
amenity block at Port 
Wakefield Oval

Brinkworth Memorial 
Hall, upgrade toilet 
annex

Brinkworth Museum, 
security system 

Brinkworth Hall, Solar 
system 

Brinkworth Oval, 
irrigation

Owen

Owen Swimming     
Pool, solar system 

Owen Institute       
Hall, kitchen         
upgrade

Snowtown 
Community Gym,                         
in town hall 

• Balaklava Swimming 
Pool, solar system

• Balaklava Golf Club, 
solar system 

•  Balaklava town hall, 
solar and lighting 

• Lions Club Railway 
turntable upgrade

Mayor's Message                                                        

It’s an exciting time for 
our region – we’ve been 
successful in winning 
$1.24 million dollars of 
Federal funding to spend 
on significant community 
projects throughout 
Wakefield.

A number of the community’s 
favourite hubs - including local 
sporting clubs, halls, public spaces 
and swimming pools - have 
received support from the Federal 
Government’s $1 million dollar 
Drought Communities Programme.   

There are 22 projects in total and they 
fall under four separate programs that 
are being managed by our Drought 
Communities Project Manager;

• the heart of the community program 

• sustainable region program (including 
the road access program)

• community wellbeing program

As you can see from the map (see 
right) Council has tried to spread the 
funding across the whole region, from 
our smaller settlements to our major 
towns, so that more people can see the 
benefit.

Our local volunteers and members 
who keep our  clubs, groups and halls 
running are so important to making 
Wakefield a more vibrant community.

This funding will help deliver those 
projects that have been sitting on their 
wish lists for a long time.

I am pleased to say that the first 
of these projects has already been 
completed. Irrigation for Brinkworth 
Oval is up and running and has 
received a big thumbs up from the 
community.

We can't wait to see the other projects 
come to life and witness their journey 
from the drawing board to completion. 

Blyth dam 
upgrade 
and Oval                      
sub-surface 
irrigation

Nantawarra

Our Drought 
Communities 
Programme

N

Lake Bumbunga 
tourist facilities 

Lochiel Community 
Hall, new kitchen

Halbury Hall/
campsite, kitchen 
upgrade/ new 
veranda

Nantawarra Hall, 
minor building 
maintenance

Pinery Hall, 
replace fascia 
boards, gutters 
and downpipes

Avon Hall, 
toilet upgrade

Pt Wakefield
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And there’s more good news 
for our community! Almost half 
a million dollars will be spent 
on facilities at Lake Bumbunga, 
developing a premier tourist 
destination within the Wakefield 
region. 

Wakefield Regional Council and the local 
Progress Association partnered to match the 
Federal Government’s Building Better Regions 
Fund (BBRF), making the total project budget 
just under $500,000. 

Council is aiming to provide more things to 
see and do around the pink lake to create an 
experience for tourists in Lochiel. 

Plans include photo opportunities in front 
of the Loch-eel monster, a sculpture park, a 
nature themed playground and a boardwalk 
for people to explore the lake further. There 
will also be visitor friendly infrastructure to 
cope with the numbers, like a sizeable 

carpark, town entrance signs, picnic facilities, 
free Wi-Fi, information signage and new 
public toilets.

Meanwhile local community groups have 
thrown their support behind the project. 
Many of them had long recognised the 
potential of the lake and understood that 
good facilities attached to it would likely 
increase its appeal as a mainstay attraction 
and help stimulate the local economy. 

Council is especially excited to be partnering 
up with the Lochiel Progress Association to 
make this project, which has been such a long 
held desire for the group, actually happen. 

However, Council and the Progress 
Association are mindful that the new modern 
facilities should not ruin the lake’s natural, 
rustic and ‘untouched’ looking landscape 
that makes it so speculator and interesting to 
filmmakers and photographers. 

Mayor Rodney Reid said the project would 
energise the region and help open Wakefield 
to the benefits of the tourism industry. 

“Council foresees it as a springboard for 
future investment and for supporting existing 
businesses not only in Lochiel, but for the 
region as a whole,” Mayor Reid said.

Council will update people on the project’s 
progress and when exciting things are 
happening to the lake. 

Lochiel, you beauty!

'Council foresees [the 
project] as a springboard 
for future investment and 

for supporting existing 
businesses ...'

Map key
Items funded by Council and Lochiel        
Progress Association

Items provided through the Building                   
Better Regions Funding (BBRF)

Please note that 
this map is not to 
scale, it is only an 
artist’s impression 
of what the space 
might look like and 
the location and 
type of facilities 
may change.

Lake Bumbunga is included as 
part of the Clare Valley Tourism 
Region. 

Visitors to the entire region 
spent $143 million, with 
direct* expenditure on:

*whereas indirect expenditure is the flow-on 
effect of the tourism industry to the rest of the 
local economy.

food 
services 

$8m

accommodation $8m

retail 
trade  
$6m

transport                                            
$2m

recreational 
activities             

$1m
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Snowtown's Railway Terrace West

PROJECT UPDATE:

PROJECT UPDATE:
Port Lorne Rd major reconstruction

Council has committed half a million dollars 
to reconstructing and resheeting a network 
of unsealed roads that include the local 
school bus route in the south of our region.

Roads included in the project are; 

• Port Lorne Rd (from Parker Rd to Avon Rd),

• McArdle Rd (from our boundary to Port Lorne Rd) and,

• Goldney Rd (from Avon to Port Lorne Road)  

Almost 24km in total will be refreshed under the project - 
which, if the weather allows, should be finished in late May. 

Council is carrying out the project to improve driveability on 
the road as well as drainage before Winter rains hit.                                               

The $600,000 Railway Terrace West Upgrade 
is moving along full steam ahead! The road 
is a busy construction site at the moment as 
Council undertakes the most significant road 
upgrade this year.

Over 5,000 tonnes of gravel is on the move to completely 
reconstruct and reseal the road, which stretches almost 1km. 
The kerbing and drainage system will also see some attention 
and will be renewed as part of the upgrade. 

Prior to the highway bypass being built, the road was the 
main thoroughfare through Snowtown. Today it's a largely 
residential strip, with access to the Viterra grain silos.

Asphalt will be laid on entry to the silos to prevent damage 
from heavy vehicles. 

Council anticipates the work will be completed by mid May. 
There will be minor disruptions over this time with sections 
closed and signed detours created.

Port Lorne Rd

Prime Rd

Goldney Rd
M

cA
rdle Rd

Avon Rd

Parker Rd

Wakefield's first community garden is 
springing up in Balaklava, at the Apex 
Park precinct! 
A long standing bike track is being re-worked 
to make room for the garden, where the 
two spaces will co-exist. Work in the area is 
happening right now! 
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Devil's Garden

Back in the days of the bullock drivers, 
travelling across tough terrain to transport 
copper ore from Burra to Port Wakefield, this 
area was the toughest part of the trip. Most 
of the drivers feared if they would even make 
it through because of the ghastly conditions 
– thick mud during Winter and deep sand in 
Summer. 

To stop the drays that carried the priceless 
copper from getting bogged, native pine trees 
were cut down and the logs laid side by side, 
bridging the drays to safety. 

No doubt there are several pine logs buried on 
top of each other throughout the Garden. We 
know of one that is preserved underground 
near the Devil’s Garden (on private property 
and not publicly accessible). 

Fry’s Clump

Like something from a ghost story, the 
tragic tale of Mr and Mrs Fry is sure to 
make your skin crawl. 

In 1988, a monument was unveiled 
alongside Fry’s Clump, a silent 
reminder of a grim homicide case 
in Balaklava’s pioneering history 
and an interesting example of local 
superstition because the actual burial 
site of Mrs Fry is somewhere in this 
patch - or 'clump' - of trees and scrub. 
This site is State Heritage listed.

On 10 January 1850, Robert and Louisa 
Fry were seen leaving home together 
in a gig. The next day Louisa was found 
dead in the vicinity of the clump of 
trees and rumors soon circulated 
around her husband.

A condition of the land being sold 
in 1890 was that the trees never be 
cleared. To this day the clump of trees 
still remain.

Our region! 

Port Wakefield Police Station and 
Courthouse

The building was finished in 1880 and served as 
the police station and courthouse in the hopes 
of ironing out the problems faced by the town 
during the earlier times of the copper bullock 
teams. 

The town was a raw set up then with a lot of 
temporary facilities and the population was 
made up of sailors, bullock drivers and muleteers 
who, after weeks working away, liked to loosen 
up by enjoying the town’s nightlife. 

It's still said to have some visitors at night and is 
known as one of  the most haunted places in the 
township.

A right Royal visit

On  Tuesday 14 June 1881, the then 
Balaklava Hotel  (now the Royal Hotel) 
was honoured by the presence of two 
royal princes at breakfast, the sons of the 
Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII) and 
grandsons of Queen Victoria. 

Prince Albert Victor Christian Edward of 
Wales (later the Duke of Clarence) and 
HRH Prince George Frederick Ernest 
Albert of Wales (later King George V) 
were travelling to Wallaroo to inspect the 
Wallaroo Mines, when their train arrived 
at Balaklava Railway Station at about 
8.00am and the princes proceeded to the 
Balaklava Hotel. They had a tour of the 
town and then jumped back on the train 
headed to Wallaroo.

It was after this visit that the Hotel’s name 
was changed to the Royal Hotel.

BRINKWORTH MUSEUM                                                                                                                                        
5 May, displays open from 10am to 4pm                                                                                                                           
Commemorative Booklet Launch, 2pm.                                                                                                                                             
 ‘Memorial Stained-glass Leadlight Windows’                                                                                                                                        
Seating and refreshments available                                                                                 
Adults $5  Booklets for sale $5

Some local events for SA History Festival 2019:

LAZY DAZE AND OLD SCHOOL DAYS                                                                                                                                             
 The Balaklava Museum                                                                                                                                          
26 May, 1:30pm at Centenary Hall, May Tce.                                                                              
With the opening of a new pavilion!                                                                                    

For more local SA History Festival events visit, historyfestival.sa.gov.au.

PROJECT UPDATE:

The last weekend of April marks 
the beginning of SA’s month long 
History Festival. This is a time to 
reflect on the timeline that has 
shaped our State.

The Wakefield region is part of the story 
of South Australia and it has been forged 
by pastoralists, inventors, the bullock 
drivers, the railways and its fair share of 
bad characters too. We have 22 heritage 
places in our region and with the help of 
local history buff and Balaklava Museum 
volunteer Norma Schopp, we took a tour 
of the history books … 

PROJECT UPDATE:
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Not a ticket to waste
Ever seen these little vouchers in your first 
quarter rates notice?  

The vouchers allow you to make free use of our three waste 
transfer stations to dispose of any waste, recyclables or green 
organics – and there’s an added benefit.

By encouraging people to use our waste stations by offering 
this free access, we’re also seeking to limit illegal dumping.

Residents receive six vouchers in total. Each one entitles you to 
drop off waste/recyclables/green organics at transfer stations 
at Everard, Owen and Port Wakefield for free.

Please keep in mind that each voucher allows the volume of a 
1.8 m x 1.2m (6 x 4 foot) trailer that can be no more than half a 
metre high. However, multiple vouchers may be used if a trailer 
is larger.   

Last year, more than 2,000 trailer loads of rubbish were 
delivered to Wakefield's waste transfer stations by residents 
redeeming these vouchers.  

Valid for 12 months, until the following year's vouchers are 
distributed, they are definitely something you shouldn't throw 
out.  

Got questions about the vouchers and our transfer stations? 
Visit our website wrc.sa.gov.au/transferstations or phone our 
office on 8862 0800 to find out more.

        

Here's a photo of some green waste found at the Clare 
Valley Waste Service's located in Brinkworth. 

It's the same stuff you'd put in your green bin at home. But look! 
It's been contaminated with bottles, cans, plastic bags and even 
clothing. 

Recycling your green waste is great for the environment because 
less waste goes to landfill. 

You just need to remember what should and  shouldn't go in 
there. Dirt, bricks, glass, cans, bottles, rags and rocks are some of 
the things that don't belong in the green lid bin. 

Taking the time to put rubbish in the right bin helps the team at 
Clare Valley Waste out and it means more can be recycled, so less 
ends up in landfill. 

Clare Valley Waste - visit clarevalleywaste.com or phone the 
Manager Josh  on 0438 884 340 for more information on waste 
services. 

Flowers, leaves, 
branches and 

sticks
No plastic bagsLawn Clippings

Please remember, you can put all 
these things into the

FOOD & GARDEN 
ORGANICS BIN

What's wrong with this photo?!

Fruit and 
vegetable scraps

Meat, seafood and 
bones

Cooked food
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 In Person – Council Office
Bring your rates notice to our Council 
Office at Scotland Place, Balaklava. Our 
friendly staff we will sort it out for you.  
We offer cash payment, Eftpos or credit 
card payment (Visa and MasterCard both 
accepted). Office hours are 9:00am – 
5:00pm Monday to Friday.  

 BPAY 
This is payment made by phone/
internet through your bank/credit 
union using BPAY. Contact your 
financial institution to make this 
payment from your preferred 
account. Refer to your rates notice 
for BPAY code and reference 
number.

Centrepay
Centrepay is a free direct bill-paying service, offered to those who are entitled 
to Centrelink payments. Through this method Council rates are paid by 
automatically transferring money from your Centrelink payment. We process 
the payment and there’s no need for you to remember any due dates.  

This method is convenient, quick and easy to set up, just visit – 
humanservices.gov.au or call Centrelink on 13 62 40.

Our website 
Hop on to our Council website at,            
wrc.sa.gov.au and click on ‘Pay Online’ 
on the home page.

 Post Office
You can pay at any post office, phone 
the Australia Post hotline on 13 18 16, 
or visit postbillpay.com.au. Once again, 
you’ll find the code and reference 
number on your rates notice.

For more information on your rates notice or any of the payment methods listed above contact our Rates Officer        
on (08) 8862 0800.

Direct Debit
Here by popular demand, 
Direct Debit is now 
available to pay your 
Council rates. 

No due dates and no sticky 
note reminders! 

Pay annually, quarterly, or 
as discussed with our Rates 
Officer, who will step you 
through the application 
process. 

Call the Council Offices on 
8862 0800 and ask about 
our Direct Debit options.

JUST LANDED!

How do you pay your Council rates? Do you come in to our Council office? Do you pay online? 

However you pay, you might not be aware of the other easy and convenient methods we offer. Some 
payment methods are so easy you don’t even have to remember to make payment – it’s all done for you.

Here are six ways to pay your rates, choose what fits best for you: 

Payment options to keep things simple

Check if you are a Single Farm Enterprise  
• Are you a farmer?

• Do you have two or more pieces of rateable land in the area that are not 
adjoining?

• Are these pieces of land all used as farm land/primary production?

• Are these pieces of land owned or occupied by the same person/s?

• Have you subdivided, purchased or sold land this financial year?

If you answered “YES” to the above questions you may be eligible to apply to have your 
farm classified as a “Single Farm Enterprise”. This means that your single farm enterprise 
would only attract the one fixed charge against all of your land.

If a single farm enterprise application has previously been approved and no changes 
as listed above have been made throughout this financial year, a new application is not 
necessary.

Applications will need to be received by the end of May 2019.

If you believe you are eligible for the single farm enterprise or have any queries, please 
contact Ros Jarvis, Rates Officer at the Council office on 8862 0800.

Cooked food

1 2

3

4

5

6
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$1 million drought 
funding

Collection variations over                       
Christmas/New Year period 

Renew your dog registration from                                                                                                           
the comfort of your own home go to, 

dogsandcatsonline.com.au

1. Did you know, you can notify of a lost dog 
on Dogs and Cats Online? 

2. Is your dog microchipped? If not, you could 
be fined $170.

3. Got a new member in 'the pack'? Add a 
new pet and change details via Dogs and 
Cats Online.

4. Are you a breeder? Make sure you register 
on Dogs and Cats Online!

Dogs and Cats Online 

Recycle 
Bin

Green 
Organics 
Bin

Owen
386 Pinery Road

Wednesday 
10am - 11am

Saturday 
9am - 11am

Sunday
11am - 12pm 

Port
 Wakefield
150 Shrike Road

Thursday 
10am - 11am

Saturday 
10am - 12pm

Sunday
9am- 10am 

Everard
1060
Hancock Road

Tuesday 
9am - 11am

Saturday 
9am - 11am

Sunday
9am -11am 

PLEASE NOTE                                           
Collection variations over the               
Easter period:

• 25 April collected Friday 26 April

Scotland Place, 
Balaklava, South Australia
PO Box 167, Balaklava SA 5461
08 8862 0800
admin@wrc.sa.gov.au

Visit our website for more information,
wrc.sa.gov.au.

Your Quarterly Cut-Out
Let’s keep in touch 3 month bin collection Our waste depot opening times

The dog ate 
my registration                                          
Dog registrations are due from 1 July 
It's nearing that time of year again! Dog 
registrations are due from 1 July. Make sure you 
renew by 31 August to avoid any late fines. 

Dogs and Cats Online is still your one-stop online service for 
registration payments, microchipping and breeder information. 

You can do all these things through the site: 

• Easily register your dog or update registration details

• Make sure your pet’s microchipping details are up to date

• Notify of any change of address or phone numbers 

• Check to make sure your new pet comes from a registered 
breeder, free from puppy farm trading.

So hop on to www.dogsandcatsonline.com.au to register your 
dog.

Microchipping of cats and dogs is now mandatory. Owners must 
microchip their dogs and cats by 12 weeks of age or at the point 
of sale (whichever occurs first). There might be some instances 
where veterinarians will exempt an animal for medical reasons.

ChipBlitz is a program that offers affordable microchipping for 
just $10 per pet. The program is a 'pop-up' store service and 
frequents community spaces and council areas. 

We're hosting a ChipBlitz day on 25 May 2019 at the Council 
Offices in Balaklava. Book by visiting, www.chipblitz.com/. For 
assistance when booking, contact the Council Offices.

Our next ChipBlitz day is on   
25 May 2019 in Balaklava, 
at the Wakefield Regional 
Council Offices.

Book at chipblitz.com/.


