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FROM THE CEO 

This summary Annual Business Plan 2018/19 provides a snapshot of the many activities 
and capital works we have planned, and how we are going to work to deliver our 
services throughout the community.  

In the year ahead, almost $5 million will be invested into 
Wakefield’s 2728 kilometre road network. Funding will also 
be allocated towards renewing community facilities and 
public restrooms, upgrading footpaths and fencing, and 
to the various programs and services that will be provided 
over the next 12 months.

As always, we are committed to looking at our services, 
their value to community members, attracting new 
business opportunities and focusing on areas of growth for 
the region. 

Moving towards our vision for the future - Vibrant. 
Enthusiastic. Creative. - we have some exciting capital 
projects taking shape this year. 

Our Avenues of Trees and street sealing programs will see 
parts of our region looking refreshed, and we will also be 
working on our community’s walking, cycling and leisure 
trails with a plan to eventually connect some of these on a 
regional scale.

Our beautiful Hamley Bridge will have a new township 
entrance sign, as will the home of our pink lake, Lochiel. 

We have a lot planned and I hope you share our enthusiasm 
for the projects and actions that lay ahead. We're also 
continuing work to repair areas damaged by the 2016 
storms, which had a significant impact across the region. 

The general rate rise of 5.5% is consistent with Council's 
plans from last year and rates revenue continues to be the 
key income for us as we plan our services and programs. 

I'd encourage you to keep in touch with us over the course 
of this year and to provide your feedback about activities  
across the community. 

Please visit our website for more information on projects 
and services planned for the year ahead and to read the full 
version of our 2018/19 Annual Business Plan.  

Jason Kuchel 
Chief Executive Officer

Our Vision 
Vibrant. Enthusiastic. Creative.

Our Focus Areas 
• Economic Development 
• Population Growth 
• Quality Infrastructure 
• Community Well-Being

Council's key objectives and 
initiatives outlined in the plan are 
always guided by our vision and 
four pillars - our areas of focus 
- in our Strategic Management 
Plan 2017-2022 and Long Term 
Financial Plan. 

Wakefield Regional Council's Annual Business Plan and 
Budget 2018/19 outlines the services, programs and 
activities that are planned for the next 12 months.

Serving up tasty food at Cafe for Ewe in Brinkworth.



Major spend in 2018/19

$4.7m    

$108k       

$19k      

Public toilet 
renewal 

Improvements to 
our cemeteries' 
gardens and 
fences

$100k     
Community 
wastewater 
management 
system works

$135k    
Community 
building 
improvements

 Road 
 construction, 
 including reseals 
 and upgrades

$13.0m

Total 
revenue

5.5%

General rate
 increase

$6.8M

Our total capital 
expenditure 

Key Projects  Investing into our community   

Income from 
general rates

   $8.3M $4.7m
Other income*

* This can be income 
gained from grants 
and service charges.

Delivering for the 
community 
Each year is different for Council. We have 
new projects to finish and new challenges 
to overcome.

In 2017/18, we undertook many activities, projects and 
services for the community. However, we did not deliver all 
of the capital projects we had budgeted for the year and in 
the year ahead we are working to make those works come 
to fruition. 

Here are some of the actions we undertook and services 
we delivered, with the community and for the community 
in 2017/18:

• 8km rural roads sealed

• 421 trees and numerous shrubs planted

• 172 tonnes of organic kerbside waste collected 

• New, fully-equipped disability cabin at Balaklava 
Caravan Park launched

• More than $120,000 worth of projects funded and 
completed through our grants program

• Play equipment for children updated

• Bridges upgraded to improve safety

• Designs chosen for our town entry signs

Snapshot 2018/19 

Port Wakefield childcare 
demand study

$10k

Avenues of trees project will see 
more trees along our streets

$50k

Township entry signs and faded 
road sign replacement

$192k
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5.5%

Key Projects  Investing into our community   

69% Roads 
11% Plant and machinery 
6% Depot replacement project
5% Stormwater and drainage
2% Community Buildings
1.9% Parks and Gardens 
1.6% Public Toilets 
1.5% Community Wastewater                    
management system works 
0.6% Economic development and 
tourism
0.6% Administration
0.3% Cemeteries
0.2% Footpaths and Kerbing 
0.2% Waste disposal facility 

Capital 
Expenditure      

 

Avenues of trees project will see 
more trees along our streets

Stormwater damage repair in 
Balaklava and Bowmans

$310k

Library kiosks for more towns

$6k

64% General rates 
11% Grants & 
partnerships
14% Service charges 
4% User fees 
5% other income*
2% Statutory changes 

Balaklava works depot 
replacement 

$400k

* Council will collect $368,000 of 

Natual Resources Management 

Levy on behalf of the State 

Government.

Income - 
how we're 

funding our 
budget?
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Rates continue to be Council’s main source of income to help 
us deliver services for the community. 
We also seek to attract as much grant funding as possible and 
to work with other parties in partnership to deliver services.

General rate increase 

The general rate increase for 2018/19 is 5.5% (plus 0.5% growth). 
This will help to fund the renewal and development of our 
infrastructure assets and maintain or improve our services.

How rates are determined?

When determining our rates for the finanical year Council looks 
at its Strategic Management Plan and the cost involved in 
delivering our services, projects we are undertaking, as well as 
other factors like the current economic climate and the income 
we expect to receive from grants.

Rates are made up of a fixed charge + a rate based on land use + 
other charges for services (such as CWMS and kerbside waste).

Fixed charge

A fixed charge is separate from variable costs (such as land use) 
and ensures everyone in the community makes a contribution 
towards the cost of core services. In 2018/19 the fixed charge is 
$320.

Differential rates

The proportion of rate revenue received from different land use 
types (residential, commercial, primary production etc.) will be 
the same as the previous year, adjusted for growth. Each year 
the rate in the dollar for each land use type is adjusted to take 
account of changes in valuation.

Service charges 

Community Wastewater Management System (CWMS) Service 
Charges:

Council provides CWMS to properties in the townships of 
Balaklava, Blyth, Hamley Bridge, Port Wakefield and Snowtown. 
The costs of operating and maintaining this service and 
providing for the future replacement of the assets used in 
providing the service are recovered through this service charge.

Service charges of $472 for each occupied allotment and $377 
for each unoccupied allotment will apply in 2018/19.

Waste Collection Service Charges:

Council provides a weekly waste collection service to properties 
in the townships of Balaklava, Blyth, Brinkworth, Hamley 
Bridge, Lochiel, Owen, Port Wakefield and Snowtown and the 
settlements of Avon, Bowmans, Halbury, Hoyleton and Pinery.

The cost of providing this service will be recovered through 
the service charge of $306 for each serviced residential (three 
bin) property and $271 for each serviced commerical (two bin) 
property in 2018/19.

Rates rebate

Some community facilities may be eligible for a rebate. To find 
out more please visit our website and read our Rate Remissions 
and Rebates policy. 

Payment support 

We encourage any ratepayer who is experiencing difficulty in 
paying rates to contact us on 8862 0800.

How the plan and budget is developed?

Each year, we review services and projects to understand the 
community's needs and demands in the coming finanical year 
and how we can deliver services in the most cost effective way 
possible to meet community expectations.

In 2018, a series of business planning workshops was held with 
Elected Members to discuss: 

• The challenges we face as a Council and community 
(including rate capping);

• The Strategic Management Plan actions for 2018/19;

• The projects and programs required or desired for 2018/19.

Funding our Annual Business Plan 

Let's 
Keep in 
touch.

PO Box 167
Balaklava SA 5461
Ph: 08 8862 0800
admin@wrc.sa.gov.au 
wrc.sa.gov.au


