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Wakefield Regional
Vibrant - Enthusiastic - Creative


Keeping the region informed 
of Council progress, 
activities and topics of 
interest for the community.


This is Wakefield ...  
Our plans for the region


Want to save a life? 


Become an SA Ambulance 
volunteer


Our roadworks planned for 2017/18
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That’s a Wrap on 
one year


For everything there's a season


With Winter behind us the longer days of 
Spring are giving us a greater opportunity to 
live and enjoy the benefits of our beautiful 
region. 


The signs of the new harvest, the smell of 
fresh hay being cut and the rich yellow of the 
canola show the potential of our agricultural 
industry. With this in mind, please take extra 
care while travelling due to increased harvest 
machinery on our roads.  


This edition celebrates the anniversary of 
our Wrap. It has been encouraging to receive 
such positive feedback about its presentation 
and format.  


Council staff and Elected Members have 
been working together to develop our new 
Strategic Plan, which will be our driving force 
in future years to enhance our community. 
This plan is guided by our Vision Statement, 
which is expressed in three simple words, 
Vibrant, Enthusiastic and Creative. 


As the Mayor, when attending community 
functions I endeavour to promote these 
aspects of Council. I would encourage all 
residents to actively promote Wakefield 
Regional Council as a great place to work, 
live and play. 


  Mayor Rodney Reid


Mayor Reid’s Reflections 


This is the last Wakefield Wrap of the 
year, marking the first anniversary of 
our community newsletter. 


Over that time, we've covered a range of topics to 
show how Council is delivering activities for the 
community, and shared local stories about the 
people and places that make Wakefield great. 


Looking forward, we are committed to delivering 
the right communications for our community, at the 
right time. Wakefield Wrap is just one of the ways we 
keep in touch and we’ll continue to look for ways of 
improving how we engage with you.


We are interested in your views!


Do you enjoy this newsletter? What could we 
improve? What would you like to see in our next 
editions? Are there other ways you’d like to receive 
news and information from us? 


 


More grants for our region 


Send us your views:


• Email us at admin@wrc.sa.gov.au 
with the subject line ‘Wakefield 
Wrap’, or;


• Drop us a line to PO Box 167 
Balaklava 5461


Tell us your ideas for making our 
newsletter better!


Twenty-three organisations have received funding through our 
latest grants round, with almost $120,000 awarded for community 
infrastructure, arts, culture and sports initiatives. 


In its fourth year, Wakefield’s grants program has to date provided more than $600,000 to 
not-for-profit community organisations to plan, establish or improve facilities and services 
within the Council region.   


Mayor Rodney Reid said Council had received a significant number of applications which 
showed a real commitment to making our Council area more liveable and vibrant.


"Murals in Brinkworth and on the Snowtown water tower and a film festival and Cirkidz 
performance for school aged children at the Blyth Cinema all received a grant. All of 
the applications showed significant community benefit and the successful projects 
demonstrated broader benefits to a number of groups across the Council area," he said.


“From bench seating, to security systems, the applications once again reinforced 
how important volunteers and grass-roots organisations and projects are to our local 
communities. As with previous years, the projects show great commitment by the local 
communities and it’s great that Council can help support these communities and the 
important work they do. We look forward to seeing the great results achieved as a result of 
this year’s funding.”
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Creative


This is Wakefield
Vibrant, enthusiastic, creative – this is 
our vision. 


It's a vision not just for Council, but for our community 
as well. It's about improving our economy, looking after 
our community groups, solving problems with creative 
solutions and creating a sustainable future for Wakefield 
people today, and tomorrow. 


This vision is supported by four pillars - our areas of 
focus - which all have projects and activities to help us 
achieve the best possible outcomes for our community.


Key projects and activities under the four pillars are 
detailed on our website. In summary, over the next five 
years we're focusing on:


Economic development - assisting businesses 
to grow our economy to benefit the whole Wakefield 
community.


Population growth - looking at factors ranging 
from access to social services, such as child care, to  
providing green spaces to improve local lifestyle.


Our Strategic Plan
Quality infrastructure - making sure we can 
maintain quality assets, including roads, to meet the 
expectations of the community.


Community expectations - providing services 
and supporting the community in positive, proactive 
and progressive ways.


There is much to be excited about in Wakefield. With 
more than $300 million in private capital expenditure 
forecast for the next five years, we are working to make 
the most of the opportunities this brings to our region.      


Thank you to those in the community who provided 
feedback about our Strategic Plan - we look forward to 
working with all of you as we progress our actions.


You can read more about our Strategic Plan on our 
website - www.wrc.sa.gov.au


Our focus areas ...


The projects and programs we have 
planned will build a better community 
for our nearly 7000 residents.
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Payment options to keep things simple 


 In Person – Council Office


Bring your rates notice to our Council Office at 
Scotland Place, Balaklava. Our friendly staff we will 
sort it out for you. 


We offer cash payment, Eftpos or credit card 
payment (Visa and MasterCard both accepted). 
Office hours are 9:00am – 5:00pm.  


 BPAY 


This is payment made by phone/internet 
through your bank/credit union using 
BPAY. Contact your financial institution to 
make this payment from you preferred 
account. Refer to your rates notice for 
BPAY code and reference number.


 Post Office


You can pay at any post office, phone the 
Australia Post hotline on 13 18 16, or visit 
www.postbillpay.com.au. Once again, 
you’ll find the code and reference number 
on your rates notice.


Centrepay


Centrepay is a free direct bill-paying service, 
offered to those who are entitled to Centrelink 
payments.


 Through this method Council rates are paid 
by automatically transferring money from your 
Centrelink payment. We process the payment 
and there’s no need for you to remember any due 
dates.  


This method is convenient, quick and easy to set 
up, just visit – www.humanservices.gov.au or call 
Centrelink on 13 62 40.


Our website 


Hop on to our Council website at         
www.wrc.sa.gov.au and click on ‘Pay 
Online’ on the home page.


How do you pay your Council rates? Do you come in to our Council office? Do you pay 
online? 


However you pay, you might not be aware of the other easy and convenient methods 
we offer. Some payment methods are so easy you don’t even have to remember to make 
payment – it’s all done for you.


Here are five ways to pay your rates, choose what fits best for you: 


For more information


For further information on your rates notice or any of the payment methods listed 
above contact our Rates Officer on (08) 8862 0800.
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Stop sparks! Get bushfire 
ready


Download this app


Download the My Local Services 
App now, you won't regret it.


It offers bin collection reminders, 
waste transfer station opening 
times, upcoming road maintenance/
road closures, info on events 
in the region, disaster recovery 
information, a direct link to CFS 
incidents, the latest news from 
Council and anything else you need 
to know - All for free too!


AND you can report an issue directly 
to Council using the extremely user-
friendly ‘Report It’ feature. 


It is available for download from 
the Apple App Store or Google Play 
Store. 


Do you at times forget when the green 
bin is due to go out, or if it’s the week 
for the yellow bin to be collected? 


Council considers the safety of our residents and visitors the 
utmost prority and therefore encourages bushfire safety 
awareness across the region.


Cooler temperatures and recent rains all make 
up the perfect recipe for mosquitoes. 


We often think of a mosquito bite as a nuisance, 
rather than a danger. However, according to SA 
Health, we should take the bites more seriously. 
After all, Australian mosquitos carry Barman 
Forest Virus and Ross River Virus.  


                   What can you do?


• Wear long, loose clothing. Try not to wear 
bright coloured clothes as this attracts 
them. 


• Use insect repellent both for personal use 
and at home. 


• Prevent mosquitoes from laying eggs by 
removing open, shallow water.


                   What do we do? 


As well as trying to keep waterways free flowing 
and our own properties mozzie-free, local 
councils can issue notices requiring the owner 
or occupier of properties to take action if we 
believe mosquitoes are breeding on private 
property.


Some noisy neighbours 
are about to move in


It’s important everyone does their bit to ensure our townships stay safe this bushfire 
season. This means storing away hazardous chemicals you might have on your 
property and keeping your grass mowed – under 100mm is best. 


We have a range of fire prevention information available on our website under 
‘Council services’, including permit information and how to maintain your property 
to reduce the threat of bushfire.


While preparing your property for this season, you should also make a Bushfire 
Action Plan. This plan is something your whole household can create together. It 
details things like are you going to stay and defend your property or are you going 
to flee? 


Further information on the Bushfire Danger Season, bushfire preparation and 
Bushfire Action Plans are available from the CFS Hotline on 1300 362 361 or at            
www.cfs.org.au. 


Keep an eye out on the CFS website and in the media 
for the dates of the 2017-18 Fire Danger Season, to 
be declared in October 2017.
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How our roads are shaping up this year
Last year’s storms battered our infrastructure but we’re back 
on track and working to deliver roads for the future.


We look after a vast road network – one of the largest in the State – so most of the 
money we raise is invested in road maintenance and construction. 


     


The total distance of roads we maintain is equivalent to the distance from Adelaide 
to Perth, so we take careful consideration in planning road maintenance and 
construction projects, and prioritise our efforts.


Previously, we have focused on our sealed road program. This year our focus has 
shifted to resheeting our unsealed roads and continuing construction on various 
roads and bridges across the region.


Here are some highlights you can expect: 


• Salter Springs Road – 4km road resheet


• Port Lorne Road – 4km road reconstruct 


• Workurna Road – 7.9km road rip and reform 


• Powerline Road – install safety barrier on approach to bridge


• Berno Road – road repair and height of levee bank to be increased. 


Council is also awaiting approval for a major construction on Mail Road, which will 
also include a reseal. We will keep you posted!  


Our next Council 
meetings


Council meetings are held on 
the fourth Wednesday of each 
month in the Phil Barry Chamber, 
Wakefield Regional Council, 
Balaklava. 


On occasions, Council meetings are held 
elsewhere to offer community members 
an opportunity to attend the meeting 
locally. 


Hop on to our website and go to Council 
Documents > Council before each 
meeting to check the location.


The schedule for the remainder of 2017 
is as follows:


• Wednesday 25 October


• Wednesday 22 November


• Wednesday 13 December


 


Interesting fact: our region 
has the fourth largest road 
network of any Council in 
SA - 2728km to be exact.


This year we are planning to allocate          
$5.3 million – the highest amount ever – on 


the roads within our region.  
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Mayor Rodney Reid (centre) with Best Citizen Event of the Year, Balaklava Church of Christ 
Friday Food Drop (represented by Michael Greenshields) (left), and Citizen of the Year 2017, 
Dianne Spence. Photo courtesy: Plains Producer.


Free 30-minute CPR training sessions are 
available - call Sue on 0428 832 208 to 
arrange your spot.


Search is on for our next Citizens 
of the Year
Citizen of the Year Awards allow us to recognise individuals 
who put in effort to make our community a better place. 


Do you know of somebody who makes a real difference in our community? 
Perhaps you know someone in your local sporting club and/or social club who 
deserves recognition for their hard work. 


Or somebody who has made an outstanding contribution in the realm of 
education, health, fundraising, charitable and voluntary services, business, sport, 
arts, the environment, or any other area that contributes to the advancement and 
well-being of our community.


If you do know someone who fits the bill, visit www.citizenoftheyear.com.au/
nominate. Nominations close Friday 17 November. 


                   
 
We are seeking nominations for three different categories: Citizen of the Year, 
Young Citizen of the Year and Community Event of the Year. Citizen of the Year 
nominees must be over the age of 30 and Young Citizen Award under 30. 


Mayor Reid encouraged residents to nominate those they feel are deserving of 
the award.  "Last year, unfortunately there were no nominations for Young Citizen 
of the Year and there are some outstanding young people in our area. I would 
encourage everyone to consider nominating those stand out role models of our 
communities," he said. 


Your chance to be a life saver


Be smart around pools


We have an incredible 
volunteering network in Wakefield 
- people who give their time to 
make our community a safer, 
better place.


Half of SA Ambulance Service workforce is 
made up of volunteers and they need support 
to help fill its ranks. 


In Balaklava, SA Ambulance Service has been 
saving lives and attending to those in need for 
over 50 years. 


With summer just around the corner, 
we’d like to remind pool owners of the 
requirements in place to protect the health 
and safety of anyone using their pools.


If your pool is filtered and more than  300mm deep – or 
the height of this newsletter – you must ensure pool 
fencing is in place and that you have Council approval.
This applies to all types of blow up pools, wading pools 
and spas. 


Child safety is absolutely paramount so please be 
responsible and vigilant with all aspects of your 
swimming pool. Check out the brochure ‘Is your 
swimming pool kid safe’ on our website.


If not properly maintained, swimming pools can also be 
a haven for bacteria, viruses and parasites. To prevent 
illnesses, follow these recommendations before letting 
your family and friends into the pool:


• Use correct chemicals – always following 
manufacturer’s guidelines – and allow time for them 
to work;


• Follow good hygiene practices before getting into  
and out of the pool – including washing hands and 
feet;


• If anyone has recently suffered illness, wait two 
weeks before allowing them to swim in your pool. 


Volunteer Team Leader Sue Felby said 
times had changed. Ms Felby said family 
circumstances, age and work commitments 
meant their volunteer numbers had steadily 
decreased. 


Volunteers enjoy helping those in need 
and with SA Ambulance, you can also learn 
practical life- saving skills and be trained on 
how to use them during an emergency. 


If you are interested in becoming a volunteer 
or want to know more, call the Regional Team 
Leader on 0418 851 761.


'We want to see the biggest pile of Citizen 
Awards nominations ever this year'  
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Recycle 
Bin


Green 
Organics 
Bin


Owen
386 Pinery Road


Wednesday 
10am - 11am


Saturday 
10am - 12pm


Sunday
10am - 11am 


Port
 Wakefield
150 Shrike Road


Wednesday 
10am - 11am


Saturday 
10am - 12pm


Sunday
1pm- 2pm 


Everard
1060
Hancock Road


Tuesday 
1pm - 3pm


Saturday 
9am - 11am


Sunday
1pm- 3pm 


Drummuster Collection at Everard    
Wednesday 25 October 2017


Contact our Council Office on 8862 0800 to arrange a drop off time


Wakefield Regional Council


Scotland Place, Balaklava, South Australia
PO Box 167, Balaklava SA 5461


08 8862 0800
admin@wrc.sa.gov.au


visit our website for more information
www.wrc.sa.gov.au


Your Quarterly Cut-Out


  Kick the screens and get active! 
   $50 sport vouchers for primary school students available


Everyone deserves the opportunity to play sport and Sports 
Vouchers help make that possible. With the summer sporting season 
fast approaching it's your last chance to claim a Sports Voucher in 
2017. 


The $50 discount is a State Government initiative that is available for every primary school 
aged student. Whether it is basketball, cricket, tennis, athletics or any other sport you can 
imagine - as long as you are eligible to attend primary school then you are entitled to one 
voucher. 


"Sports vouchers are a great way to reduce the barrier of cost for sport participation," 
Starclub officer for YP and Lower North Giles Ellis said.   


" The vouchers can help those families who would like to play sport but find the costs 
prohibitive."


Anyone who would like to find out if they are eligible for a voucher can contact Giles on  
8828 1200 or via email: starclub@lnypsports.com.au.


Let’s keep in touch


Due to storm damage, a portion of the Lions 
Walking Trail in Balaklava was closed, after being 
ruled a safety hazard. 


Recently the trail has been realigned and 
restored thanks to our Infrastructure Services 
Team. Now open to the public, why not take 
advantage of the Spring weather and enjoy a 
stroll along the trail and even a nice picnic.  


Lions Walking Trail Now Open 


3 month bin collection


Need a lift to the 
shops?


Council’s community bus 
service offers a variety of 
routes to assist our residents 
to do their shopping. Our bus 
covers ground from Balaklava, 
Pt Wakefield, Hamley Bridge, 
Owen to Munno Para and 
Elizabeth.


We offer fortnightly return trips from 
Hamley Bridge/Owen to Elizabeth, a 
monthly bus run from Balaklava to Munno 
Para and a bus for Port Wakefield residents 
to travel to Balaklava each fortnight. Our 
Balaklava residents can take the Balaklava 
Shuttle bus which can pick you up directly 
from your home (within the township of 
Balaklava) to take you to the Balaklava 
shopping precinct and this service is 
available every Thursday.


All residents are eligible and welcome to 
use our bus services. 


Please contact our friendly customer 
service staff on 8862 0800 or email 
admin@wrc.sa.gov.au to book your place. 


Our waste depot opening times


These times will change from 1 December. 
Please check our website - www.wrc.sa.gov.au 
for details 






