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Download the My Local Services App now, 
you will not regret it.

It offers bin collection reminders, waste 
transfer station opening times, upcoming 
road maintenance/road closures, info on 
events in the region, disaster recovery 
information, a direct link to CFS incidents, 
the latest news from Council and anything 
else you need to know - All for free too!

AND you can report an issue directly to 
Council using the extremely user-friendly 
‘Report It’ feature. 

Do you at times forget when the green bin is due 
to go out, or if it’s the week for the yellow bin to be 
collected? Do you need reminding when the waste 
transfer stations are open? 

Download the My Local Services App and you’ll 
never have to think about it again. It is available for 
download from the Apple App Store or Google Play 
Store. 

The night before bin collection you will receive a 
reminder on your phone with details on which bin 
you need to put out. You can access information on 
nearby waste transfer stations and the distance they 
are from you, and you can view opening times and 
addresses with ease.

This App will not only notify users of the latest 
Council news, you will also receive reminders to pay 
your rates and register your dogs.

Additionally, if you have any pressing community 
concerns you can easily find contact details for your 
local Councillor. 

You’ll have all the information on upcoming events 
nearest to your location, have a direct link to current 
CFS incidents and be able to easily find the closest 
public toilets - all very useful features within the one 
Application. 

Importantly, in times of crisis following a natural 
disaster we will relay critical information direct to 
your phone using this App. 

My Local Services App is a statewide application 
offering local information from participating 
Councils, which is currently 60% of South Australian 
Councils. As of now Wakefield Regional Council is 
onboard, because we want to communicate better 
with you!

So what’s stopping you? Download it now!

One of the best apps 
on your phone...

Let’s ponder on the year 2016.

In 2016 Council agreed to be part of the 
Green Army Programme. The work these 
young people achieved in 6 months has 
made a large difference in many of our 
reserves. At their graduation ceremony I 
complimented them on their achievements 
as a group and their individual skills gained. 
We hope to be involved in this programme in 
the future.

Jason Kuchel, our new CEO, commenced on 
Thursday 1 December and within the first 
week has travelled north, south, east and 
west to the various communities across the 
Council district. Please introduce yourselves 
to Jason when you have the opportunity.

And who can forget the tumultuous  storm 
which roared it’s way throughout the State 
leaving a path of destruction (literally in 
Blyth!). Thank you to Council staff once again 
for working tirelessly in response to  the 
storm. 

2016 also included commemoration events 
in relation to the Pinery Fire. Different 
communities acknowledged this event in 
different ways. I attended three events in our 
Council district and am still humbled by the 
response of so many to our community after 
the fire.

For those who have had summer holidays 
I trust your break with family and friends 
was refreshing. A new year brings new 
beginnings. 

On another note, I wish to remind ratepayers 
and residents that I spend time in the Council 
office on Tuesdays and am available to meet 
with you on appointment.

Mayor Reid’s Reflections 
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Welcome to Wakefield Jason, so what 
are your plans?

Exciting times ahead 
for Wakefield Regional 
Council

“Firstly, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
all those who have made me feel very welcome 
to the Council and the broader community. 
Many have asked why Wakefield Regional 
Council and the simple one word answer is 
‘potential’!

In my first few weeks we have held a Strategic 
Planning session wherein the Councillors and 
Executive team identified priorities around 
economic development, population growth 
and infrastructure.  This is absolutely where I 
see the potential and more beyond.  Wakefield 
is geographically located to take advantage of 
primary industry development, capturing some 
of the tourist dollars from the many thousands 
of tourists who pass through our area each 
week, attracting new businesses and providing 
a great country lifestyle choice for the many 
who are already being attracted to work in our 
area and perhaps also for those just looking to 
get away from the city.

The challenge of bringing together the private 
sector, Government agencies and communities 
to address the challenges ahead is invigorating.

In my past roles I have always sought to and 
can demonstrate that I have made a real 

difference and I am pleased to have the support 
of Councillors who are very keen to improve 
the way Council does business and to make 
the whole region a better place to live, work 
and play. An example is the newly formed 
Infrastructure Committee which aims to review 
our infrastructure, benchmarking ourselves 
with others and listening to innovative ideas to 
improve our infrastructure and be more efficient 
in the process.  On that note I will be working 
with the many good staff and Councillors to 
review our processes with a target of being more 
productive and effective across everything we 
do.

Another area of early priority will be to ensure 
we are focused on our stakeholders. Although I 
have extensive experience in Local Government 
both as a staff member and as a Councillor, for 
the past 15 years I have had to build an income 
base rather than rely on rates. To this end my 
aim is to ensure we put the community first and 
ensure that our rates are seen as offering value 
for money.

Another objective is to ensure monies received 
are expended as efficiently as possible in order 
to put Council in the best possible position to 
meet the desires of the community.”
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Economic boost for the small 
town of Blyth
After many years the former Blyth District Hospital is in the 
process of a major revamp which will be an economic boost for 
the small town. 

Exciting plans for the site include a 1928 cottage bed & breakfast; a quality takeaway 
titled BDH Bites offering in-house dining, great coffee and a variety of slow cooked 
meals using local produce...are you drooling yet? Additionally, the site will offer 
affordable/ flexible accommodation for families, large groups and corporate visitors. 
This project will be entirely self-funded, although grant opportunities will be explored. 

Nicole and Max, two hard working professionals of Adelaide, were constantly on the 
lookout to enter into a long term business venture within a country side community for 
their young family. The former Blyth District Hospital property caught their eye offering 
three dwellings on a large established block with limitless business potential being 
located so close to the local Golf Course and the Clare Valley. 

Moving in only 10 months ago, Nicole and Max are working tirelessly to vitalise the 
buildings from the ground up whilst retaining full time employment and caring for their 
three young children. Nicole said, “We feel very strongly about community spirit and 
have made extreme efforts to ensure food produce, materials, contractors and future 
employees are sourced locally when practical”. 

Factors such as storm damage and car parking regulations did slow progress, but their 
motivation remained strong and they are confident they will achieve an important 
milestone and officially open BDH Bites in early 2017 – within 12 months of purchasing 
the property. The accommodation facilities are anticipated to be available by 2018. 

Proactivity in contacting Council to ensure compliance and clear direction from the 
beginning worked in their favour, streamlining the development process, and they were 
very appreciative of the support from Council staff.

Nicole and Max’s determination and drive is inspirational and their consideration for the 
local businesses and community is endearing. This business venture supports economic 
growth, vital for any small country town, and is beneficial for the region.  

Interesting fact, there are over 700 
businesses within the Council area.

Does Council assist with 
pest control?

When it comes to creepy crawlies such 
as bees, millipedes and ants, we are 
not the experts. 

The correct point of contact is actually 
your local pest control company. Feel 
free to contact our Customer Service 
staff to help direct your query.

As for the snakes, we’ll leave them for 
the Snake Catchers to manage!
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Support for regional sport

And the winner is...

Council hosted the 12th VET Awards 
(Vocational Education & Training) in 
November. 

Six nominations were received and 
each gave evidence of strong work 
ethic, enthusiasm, a willingness to 
develop skills and capabilities, clear 
career goals and a commitment to 
their chosen pathway. 

As with previous years, Balco 
generously sponsored the event 
through prize money towards the 
winners with the intention for it 

to be utilised for further studies or 
assist students to set themselves up 
for the future. 

The 2016 winner was Kelsey 
Wedding who studied Certificate 
III in Early Childhood Education 
and Care. Connor Lane (Certificate 
II in Construction and Certificate 
III in Wall Framing and Flooring) 
and Bianca Smith (Certificate III in 
Christian Ministry and Theology 
(Vetamorphus)) were highly 
commended for their efforts.

The VET Awards celebrate the success 
of VET students who either reside in 
the Council area or attend school in the 
Council area. 

Council has been awarded $223,630 in 
funding from the Australian Government 
Infrastructure Investment Black Spot 
Program, an initiative of the Department 
of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure. 

The grant will fully fund the project to 
realign a section of Kallora Road in Avon. 
As it currently stands the section of road 
approaching the railway crossing sits at 
an awkward angle resulting in potential 
sight restrictions for oncoming railway 
transport. 

Council lodged the submission to improve 
the safety record of the crossing and as 
a proactive project to prevent road/rail 
conflict. 

The project is currently in the planning 
process with works to be sub-contracted 
to local contractors. 

Grant of over $200k 
to realign a rail 
crossing

A reminder there is one-on-one support available for 
regional sporting clubs from the government funded 
STARCLUB program. The purpose of the program is to assist 
regional sporting clubs to become more sustainable.

STARCLUB Field Officer Giles Ellis, Lower North & Yorke Peninsula Officer, is 
available to offer support in many ways including grant applications, advice on 
managing sporting clubs, reducing club water and energy bills, recommending 
alternative ground maintenance methods and improving finances leading to a 
reduction in running costs.

Giles said, “If a club needs any guidance, members can give me a call and I can 
help with several matters – such as their constitution or grant applications.”

Giles added, “I can also guide people on member recruitment and retention, or 
provide training opportunities for volunteers.”

Sporting clubs play a huge role within the community and are dependable on 
support from many volunteers, particularly in the regional areas. With assistance 
from the STARCLUB Program sporting clubs are more likely to function 
successfully over the long term.

2017 is bound to be another exciting year with several big projects on 
the horizon. It is important for sporting clubs to note that several grant 
opportunities open in early February. Available State Government grants 
include the Female Facilities Program, Active Club Grants and the Community 
Recreation and Sport Facilities Program. A grant writing seminar will be held in 
January to provide hints and tips about creating a strong grant application.  

Additionally, keep an eye out for information on the Wakefield Regional Council 
Community Grants Program which will be open for applications in March 2017.

If your sporting club has any questions in relation to grants or managing a club 
please contact Giles Ellis, STARCLUB Field Officer for the Lower North and Yorke 
Peninsula, on his mobile 0427 081 144 or email starclub@lnypsports.com.au.
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What a costly storm that was!
Interesting figures on the total damage costs following the 
recent 50 year storm.

Businesses were heavily affected by the blackout, which cost the State $367 
million. However the effect of the blackout was lower than it would have been 
if it had occurred just as businesses started trading for the day considering 70% 
of respondents had power restored within 24 hours. The total cost amounted to 
almost $120,000 per minute for businesses in the State.

The Council area was severely impacted by the storm causing fallen trees and 
damaged infrastructure. The costs involved in responding to this event were 
significant. To date Wakefield Regional Council has expended $261,000 on 
rehabilitation alone and are still in the process of assessing capital damage. 

Flooding was the predominant issue within the Council area. As a direct result 
Council have had to reconstruct roads, clear debris and fallen trees, replace 
piping, rebuild drainage systems, repair fencing and reinstate levy banks. 

Destructive winds caused extensive damage to homes, sheds and community 
buildings within Blyth, and Council and the community worked quickly to clean 
up the heavy debris and fallen trees to ensure the area was safe. The Balaklava’s 
Lions Walking Trail was comprehensively damaged from the heavy rainfall 
and will require a great deal of remedial earthworks before it is open to the 
community. 

Port Wakefield in particular was impacted in many ways. The NBN tower was 
out of action for approximately two weeks affecting the NBN connection in 
surrounding areas, causing inconvenience and frustration. Only when the 
flood waters receded repair works could commence on the NBN tower. Council 
responded quickly to the issue by constructing a large drainage channel to 
release the stored flood waters. Additionally the Community Wastewater 
Management System (CWMS) electrical circuitry was damaged and will need to 
be replaced. The 2016/17 maintenance program will be reviewed in upcoming 
Council meetings to prioritise the additional workload. 

The storm recovery process initiated tremendous support from both the 
community and Council staff, and for that we thank you all. 

Are you a farmer?

Do you have 2 or more pieces of 
rateable land in the area that is not 
adjoining?

Are these pieces of land all used as 
farm land/primary production?

And are these pieces of land owned 
or occupied by the same person/s?

Have you subdivided, purchased or 
sold land this financial year?

If you answered “YES” to the above questions 
– you may be eligible to apply to have your 
farm classified as a “Single Farm Enterprise”. 
This means that your single farm enterprise 
would only attract the one fixed charge 
against all of your land.

If a single farm enterprise application has 
previously been approved and no changes 
as listed above have been made throughout 
this financial year, a new application is not 
necessary.

Applications will need to be received by 
Friday 26 May 2017 to be considered for 
inclusion in Council’s 2016/17 rating. The 
single farm enterprise provision only applies 
after an application has been made to 
Council and granted.

Application forms are available from Council’s 
website www.wakefieldrc.sa.gov.au. If you 
any have any queries please contact our 
Customer Service staff on 8862 0800 or email          
admin@wakefieldrc.sa.gov.au

Not the first time the Mid North has 
been affected by hurricane winds, 
it occured over 35 years ago on 
November 21 in 1979 .
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Rate discounts...
To receive rate discounts you need to be eligible but please note there is 
a bit of a contradiction with DCSI concession eligibility requirements. A 
person holding a “Commonwealth Seniors Card” may be eligible for the 
cost of living concession only but no water or sewerage, but for CWMS/
water they must have one of the following to qualify: 

A Pensioner Concession Card / Gold Card from the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs, Totally and Permanently Incapacitated (TPI) / 
Extreme Disablement Adjustment (EDA) / War Widow / Gold Card 
from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs issued to a person with 80 
or more overall impairment points under the Military Rehabilitation 
and Compensation Act 2004 or a Low Income Health Care Card.

Or receive of the following eligible Centrelink payments:

Newstart allowance / Sickness allowance / Widow allowance / 
Youth allowance / Partner allowance / Parenting Payment / Special 
benefit, Community Development Employment Project (CDEP) / 
New Enterprise Incentive Scheme (NEIS) / ABSTUDY / Austudy / Farm 
Household Allowance /or a War widow pension under legislation of 
the United Kingdom or New Zealand

Or you can demonstrate that you and your spouse or domestic partner 
meet low income provisions in the low income earners category. Visit 
www.sa.gov.au for more information. 

Survive the Summer and know your 
bushfire safer places. Visit the CFS 
website www.cfs.sa.gov.au to view 
maps with more information.

A service to be remembered

Congrats Mayor Reid & 
Councillor Wood

Over six months ago nine members were 
recruited for the Wakefield Regional Council 
Green Army to combat environmental projects 
and rejuvenate the Wakefield region. 

Green Army troops launched operations 
in early June within the townships of Port 
Wakefield, Lochiel, Balaklava and Hamley 
Bridge with high expectations to conquer 
environmental justice. 

This year marks a significant anniversary for two 
Elected Members of Council, Mayor Rodney 
Reid and Councillor John Wood, each serving as 
members of Local Government for 10 years. 

The Council Chamber was filled with gratitude 
on Wednesday 23 November as Deputy Mayor 
Darryl Ottens presented certificates of recognition 
to Mayor Reid and Councillor Wood for their 
outstanding influence within our region.

Mayor Reid said, “Helping our community grow and 
be heard is of extreme importance. Our region has 
so much to offer and we, as Elected Members, will 
continue to be attentive and work hard to address 
regional and community issues.” 

As the listening ear for community concerns, local 
government sure can be a challenging industry. 
Council Members are trusted to pursue and act on 
topical issues on behalf of residents with the best 
intentions – both a generous and valuable role to 
play within the community.

Congratulations to Mayor Reid and Councillor 
John Wood, we value your contribution towards 
Wakefield Regional Council and hope you will 
continue advocating for the community for many 
years to come.

The Green Army is a six month environmental 
conservation program for 17-24 year olds to 
train and work in the environment. 

Spirits remained high whilst troops battled 
destructive weather and treacherous rains 
to enrich the native vegetation. The end 
result - over 3000 trees, grasses and shrubs 
were planted in the area. A significant 
achievement from such a small team! 

Additionally the Green Army troop 
undertook further training to combat weeds, 
identify plants and carry out First Aid and CPR 

- essential skills in serving the environment 
and community. 

In November, members of the Green Army 
officially completed their environmental 
duty and graduated with recognition from 
the Mayor and key stakeholders. 

Their service to the environment is one to be 
remembered, we salute you!
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Recycle 
Bin 

Green 
Organics 
Bin

3rd 
Quarter 
Rates 
Due

Owen
386 Pinery Road

Wednesday 
10am - 11am
Saturday 
10am - 12pm
Sunday
10am - 11am 

Pt Wakefield
150 Shrike Road

Wednesday 
10am - 11am
Saturday 
10am - 12pm
Sunday
1pm- 2pm 

Owen
386 Pinery Road

Wednesday 
10am - 11am
Saturday 
10am - 12pm
Sunday
10am - 11am 

Everard
1060 Hancock Road

Tuesday 
1pm - 3pm
Saturday 
9am - 11am
Sunday
1pm- 3pm 

Our Waste Depot Opening Times

Your Quarterly Cut-Out

Monumental cycling trail four 
years in the making
In memory of talented local cyclist Shamus Liptrot, the Balaklava community 
bound together to fundraise an extension of the Balaklava trail to Halbury - 
formulating a truly amazing example of a community led project. 

Following enormous fundraising efforts and a grant of $105,000 from the Office 
for Recreation and Sport (State Government) the Shamus Liptrot Cycling Trail 
Committee, Green Army, Balaklava Area Committee and Council collaborated to 
finalise the project in early December 2016. The Trail Committee will continue to 
plan interpretive signage and a shaded area for Halbury and to eventually link 
to other trails in the region.

Council has eagerly supported the project since construction in 2012, 
particularly in the latter stages by facilitating grants and resource requirements. 

The trail has become a wonderful attraction and investment for the Balaklava 
area offering parkland and resting picnic areas on the scenic outskirts of 
Balaklava. A truly momental acknowledgement for a well-respected local 
sportsman. 

Let’s keep in touch

Wakefield Regional Council

Scotland Place, Balaklava, South Australia
PO Box 167, Balaklava SA 5461

8862 0800
admin@wakefieldrc.sa.gov.au

visit our website for more information
www.wakefieldrc.sa.gov.au

Residents now receive vouchers for free disposal at our waste 
transfer stations and we’ve recently introduced an additional 
kerbside bin collection service for green organics. After careful 
consideration and the discontinuation of the annual hard 
refuse collection service, we have provided free vouchers along 
with your first quarter rates notice to use at your convenience. 

As you may know, we have recently introduced 
a 3-bin kerbside collection service. If $278 is 
allocated to waste services on your rates notice 
and you do NOT have a yellow-lid bin, please 
contact our friendly Customer Service staff to 
arrange a yellow-lid bin asap! 
On another note, if you own a commercial property 
and feel you would benefit from a green organics 
bin collection service, let us know and we’ll arrange 
an additional bin for a small annual fee.

Know your entitlements!

3 month bin collection

We’ve improved our waste services

Changes to Pinery 
Fire Recovery 
Centre

The Pinery Fire Community Action Group 
and Recovery Committee continue to 
meet on a monthly basis and progress 
projects across the fire zone.

Effective from Friday 23 December the 
Pinery Fire Recovery Centre will be located 
within the Northern Adelaide Plains Flood 
Recovery Centre (Virginia Horticultural 
Centre, Old Port Wakefield Road) where 
staff will continue to assist both Pinery Fire 
and Flood affected people. 

Opening hours are Monday to Friday from 
8am to 6pm. 

Stay up to date with the latest information 
by visiting the website www.sa.gov.au/
recovery. Otherwise phone 1800 302 787 
or connect on Facebook at SARecoveryInfo  
or Twitter @SA_DCSI.


